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for steaks and roasts are up 39% but non‐fed exports for 
ground beef are down 13%,” Kerr shared. Above all, volatility 
around US tariffs have impacted live cattle trade flows. 

 
Tackling Illness & Tariffs  

With issues like New World Screwworm in the US at their 
southern border, North American feeder supplies are being 
impacted. As a result, the impact included smaller feedlot 
inventories in the southern plains between November 2024 
and February 2025.  

“We’ll continue to monitor avian influenza.” says Kerr. 
“Bird migration is underway, and migratory routes may see 
elevated instances of bird flu. At this point, it appears      
that bird flu viruses don’t significantly impact cattle. Dairy 
farms have reported flu‐like symptoms and reduced milk 

production but no fatalities. It’s still worth monitoring.” 
And in terms of the ever‐changing tariff landscape, 

Canada escaped the latest round of global tariffs, but it 
doesn’t mean we’re in the clear. CUSMA is up for review       
in 2026. Canfax notes that they will be watching for any 
developments.  

Labour and succession are still an ongoing discussion. 
These barriers only cause more difficulties for farmers amidst 

the rising costs of farming consequently, causing doubt for 
the foreseeable future. When asked about any notable       
challenges, Kerr states, “Farmers are getting older and the 
cost to the next generation to take over the farm seems to be 
rising almost exponentially.” Without meaningful support or 
intervention, the future of family farming will remain uncertain, 
leaving many to question whether the next generation will   
be able‐ or willing‐ to carry on the legacy. WFP 

Commentary By Monica Kolomanski, Bilingual Sales & Marketing Coordinator at Ishida Canada

Prioritizing worker safety is essential in grocery stores 
and food processing facilities. Manual tasks like hand 
wrapping, however, present significant health risks, 

particularly repetitive strain injury (RSI). This article explores 
how automation using machine wrapping systems mitigates 
these risks while enhancing operational efficiency. 

 
Understanding RSI 

Repetitive strain injury arises from repeated physical move‐
ments which damage muscles, tendons, or nerves. Commonly 
impacted areas include shoulders, arms, wrists, and hands.  

One of Canada’s most common workplace injuries, RSI often 
necessitates physiotherapy and time off work. In 2023, the 
Association of Workers’ Compensation Boards of Canada 
(AWCBC) reported almost 11,000 lost‐time injury claims due to 
musculoskeletal system and connective tissue disorders.  

 
Challenges of Hand Wrapping 

In hand wrapping, workers repeatedly extend their arms to 
pull stretch wrap around a product every 10‐15 seconds, often 
for hours at a time. These continuous motions strain the arms, 
shoulders, and neck and lead to RSI. In addition, the physical 
effort of handling heavy stretch wrap rolls and the force 
required to pull the material increase injury risks. Operators 
may also suffer burns from hand wrapper hot plates. 

Hand wrapping systems pose other challenges as well.  
Operator skill and efficiency can vary, leading to inconsistent 
product presentation, material waste, or low output. 

 
 
The Automation Advantage 
Automated wrapping systems deliver substantial  
benefits over hand wrapping: 
 
Production Increase:  
A trained operator manually wraps no more than  
4‐5 packs per minute, whereas machines wrap 15 packs 
per minute — a 300% increase. 
 
Consistent Quality:  
Machines ensure uniform, tight seals, unaffected by 
operator skill level. 
 
Health and Safety:  
Automation minimizes repetitive motion by operators, 
reducing the risk of RSI. Machine wrapping also  
eliminates manual lifting and pulling, protecting  
workers from musculoskeletal disorders such  
as back and spinal injuries. 
 
Cost Savings:  
Consistent material usage by tray size reduces waste 
compared to variable manual application. 
 
Operational Efficiency:  
Machine wrapping eliminates the extra step of using a 
separate weigh scale to print a label. 

 

Hand Wrapping  
   vs Machine Wrapping
Using Automation to Reduce Repetitive Strain Injury 
and Increase Operational Efficiency
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Canadian feeder cattle import volumes increased  
in 2025 compared to 2024.

Labour and succession are still an ongoing discussion. These barriers only 
caused more difficulties for farmers amidst the rising costs of farming.
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Packaging and labelling have become crucial        
elements in today’s fast‐paced food production 
environment for ensuring efficiency, regulatory 

compliance, and consumer trust. Food processors       
continuously face growing challenges like regulatory 
pressures, labour shortages, and increasing demands for 
sustainability. By integrating automated and in‐house 
packaging and labelling solutions, food processors have 
a better chance of remaining competitive. These systems 
not only streamline production queues but ensure that 
products meet strict industry standards while enhancing 
operational efficiency. 

Industry experts highlight the importance of advanced 
packaging technologies that support everything from 
product integrity and traceability to brand consistency. 

Whether through tamper‐evident packaging, high‐           
resolution labels, or automated systems for faster 
changeovers, these innovations are transforming the food 
production landscape. As the market continues to evolve, 
it’s clear that packaging and labelling will remain central to 
processors’ efforts to meet both consumer expectations 
and regulatory requirements. 

 
Technology That Does the Heavy Lifting 

One of the biggest advancements is the seamless      
integration of automated packaging, labelling, and coding 
systems into production lines. These smart technologies 
change how food products are packaged, tracked, and   
verified, delivering both efficiency and peace of mind. 
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The Ideal Solution 

The Ishida WM‐Nano, the world’s only tabletop automated 
wrapping system, exemplifies these advantages. It automates 
film attachment, stretching, sealing, and cutting, enhancing 
efficiency and avoiding physical 
strain for employees.  

The machine’s compact design 
reduces space requirements 50 to 70 
per cent over competitor models, 
allowing it to fit seamlessly into vari‐
ous workspaces. 

The WM‐Nano’s versatility in han‐
dling a wide range of products and 
tray sizes makes it a practical choice 
for businesses seeking to enhance 
productivity. 

 
Conclusion 

Transitioning to automated wrapping systems markedly 
improves worker safety and operational efficiency. By reducing 
RSI and musculoskeletal injuries while boosting productivity 
and consistency, automation offers a compelling solution for 
businesses aiming to safeguard their workforce and optimize 
performance. WFP  
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Transitioning to automated wrapping 
systems markedly improves worker 
safety and operational efficiency.

Automated wrapping systems deliver substantial benefits such as, 
production increase, consistent quality, health and safety,  
cost savings, and operational efficiency.
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Up to 15 PPM*

Up to 120 PPM*

Up to 35 PPM*

*Packages Per Minute. Approximate capacity. Actual results 
will vary depending on various packaging parameters. 




